
 
 
 
March 19, 2011 
 
Dear Luis and Jorge, 
 
Thank you so much for your hospitality during my visit to La Mesenia a couple 
of weeks ago!  I was hugely impressed by the beauty of this area and even 
more moved by how rich is its biodiversity. Sadly, the threats to this area are 
also evident. The steep mountain slopes and the high annual rainfall lead to 
obvious landslides. All this makes restoration of this area a vital concern. 
 
I was so pleased that I got your proposal on my return to the United States.  
Now, I’m delighted to tell you that the Board of SavingSpecies has 
enthusiastically endorsed this project!   
 
From our discussions, I know that you can put a down‐payment on this 
property and I urge you to do so immediately with the funds I have transferred 
to Jorge.  I cannot guarantee that we will find the remaining funds, but we 
promise to work to raise them energetically and as quickly as we can. 
 
My very best wishes, 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Stuart Pimm 
Doris Duke Chair of Conservation Ecology, Duke University 



 
PROPOSAL FOR PASTURELAND PURCHASE  

Organization:  
 
Fundación THC – Colombian NGO 
NIT 900-044-013-1 
Address: Calle 17 A No. 121-11, Cali, Colombia 
E-mail: lamh@thc-fc.org 
Contact: Luis Mazariegos 
 
The Hummingbird Conservancy (THC) – US Chapter 
A non-profit corporation 501(c)(3)  
Fed. Id. 20-8366023 
D&B No. 881413439 
Address: 117 South Parkmont, Butte, Montana 59701 
E-mail: lamh@thc-fc.org 
Contact: Luis Mazariegos 
 
THC Council: 
 
Jorge Enrique Orejuela Gardner, PhD, Director of the Cali Botanical Garden. 
Francisco Piedrahita Plata, MS, President of ICESI University.  
Alvaro Cogollo Pacheco, BS, Scientific Director of the Botanical Garden in Medellin.  
Luis A. Mazariegos H., PhD, President & CEO Laverlam International Corp. 

Project area:  
 
The approximate 100 hectares of mostly pastureland and scrubland under regeneration for purchase 
is located in the western cordillera of Colombia in the state of Caldas at an altitude range of 2200 to 
2800 meters. The land is 50% pasture land, 40% scrubland and 10% cloud forest. Based on land use 
maps, satellite images and field recognition this land was identified as of special interest to regenerate 
pastureland and to connect with forests to the east of the reserve. The land is located on the east 
reserve boundary and has the following coordinates: 5º29’18.92”N – 75º52’03.31”W, 5º28’00.62”N – 
75º50’51.89”W, 5º27’50.04”N – 75º51’06.11”W, 5º28’36.06”N – 75º51’53.85”W.  
 

 
 
Red: Land currently owned by the Foundation (approximately 2000 ha). Territorially, the Reserve is 
located at the intersection point of the Integrated Management District “Cuchilla Jardín-Támesis” and 
the Regional Protector Forest Reserve “Farallones del Citará” under the jurisdiction of Corantioquia 
(the state regional corporation that manages the natural resources in Antioquia). It is also located near 
two Special Management Areas, the “Rio Aguita” and the Natural Regional Park “Cuchilla del Alto San 
Juan”, both in jurisdiction of Carder (the state regional corporation that manages the natural resources 
in Risaralda). Additionally, it connects with the northwestern sector conservation corridor in the 



Department of Caldas under the jurisdiction of Corpocaldas (the state regional corporation that 
manages the natural resources in Caldas). Furthermore, the reserve generates a connection with the 
Civil Society Natural Reserve (Resnatur) Jardin Node which is composed of 14 registered lots. 
   
Green: Area of 140 hectares acquired through the support and funding of Saving Species in March 
2011. This area of mostly pastureland and scrubland under regeneration is located mostly in the state 
of Caldas at an altitude range of 2200 to 2800 meters. Based on land use maps, satellite images and 
field recognition this land was identified as of special interest for regeneration in order to reclaim a 
corridor to connect with forests east of the reserve. 
  
Biodiversity value of the area:  
 
The reserve is located within the regional Important Bird Area CO024 Montane Forests of South 
Antioquia. Two hundred and seventy four species of birds in 44 families have been registered in the 
original 630 ha area. Endemic (or near-endemic) bird species to Colombia found at the reserve 
include: 
 
Oroaetus isidori, black and chestnut eagle, (IUCN Vulnerable) 
 
Ortalis columbiana, Colombian chachalaca, (a recent taxonomic split has been proposed, creating this 
species with a small geographical range)  
 
Odontophorus hyperythrus, chestnut wood-quail, (IUCN Near-threatened) 
 
Ognorhynchus icterotis, yellow-eared parrot, (IUCN Endangered),  
 
Coeligena orina, dusky starfrontlet, (IUCN Critically Endangered),  
 
Grallaria alleni, moustached antpitta, (IUCN Vulnerable),  
 
Andigena nigrirostris, black-billed mountain-toucan 
 
Margarornis stellatus fulvous-dotted treerunner, (IUCN Near-threatened),  
 
Dysithamnus occidentalis bicoloured antvireo, (IUCN Vulnerable),  
 
Xenopipo flavicapilla yellow-headed manakin, (IUCN Near-threatened),  
 
Henicorhina negreti munchique wood-wren, (IUCN Critically endangered),  
 
Vireo masteri, choco vireo, (IUCN Endangered)  
 
Diglossa gloriossisima chestnut-bellied flowerpiercer, (IUCN Endangered), 
 
Iridosornis rufivertex, golden-crowned tanager 
 
Ramphocelus flammigerus, flame-rumped tanager 
 
Habia cristata, crested ant-tanager 
 
Oreothraupis arremonops tanager finch, (IUCN Vulnerable) and  
 
Hypopyrrhus pyrohypogaster red-bellied grackle, (IUCN Endangered).  
 
It is also important to note that a good number of Choco species occur on the eastern slope of the 
reserve due to the topography of the area allowing species to pass over the ridge from the Pacific 
Slope to the west. Additionally, 14 migrant Parulidae have been registered including Dendroica 
cerulea cerulean warbler (IUCN vulnerable) and Wilsonia canadensis Canada warbler. 
 



In short, there are 11 IUCN threatened species in this area, including two that are Critically 
Endangered, making this one of the most critical habitats for birds in all of the Americas. 
 
Regarding plants, several species of trees are considered endangered: Magnolia jardinensis, M. 
yarumalensis, M. hernandezii, and Querqus humboldtii. Also two palm species have endangered 
status: Ceroxylon quindiuensis and Wettinia kalbreyeri. Additionally, on a short visit by orchid experts 
to the reserve at least a dozen species found were considered new to science, which further supports 
the biodiversity value of the area.  
 
This ecosystem is also an important contributor to climate change mitigation as a carbon sink, due to 
the great biomass its biodiversity holds, and is fundamental for regulation of natural water dynamics in 
the area. 
 
Threat to the area:  
 
Traditionally, this area has been impacted by logging, cattle grazing and agriculture. Forests are being 
actively cut down to clear land for the two latter activities. Since the area had a history of guerrilla 
presence many of the owners had abandoned the land allowing forests to cover again forest areas 
that had been cleared. However, since the area has been conflict free for the last 3 years and due to 
Colombia’s democratic security policy, owners are returning to start agriculture and cattle grazing 
practices.  
 
We have witnessed first-hand the rapid degradation of some forest tracks, especially in Caldas 
department and the lack of awareness of most land-owners and local inhabitants. Several forest 
patches have disappeared or have been heavily degraded in the last year, and illegal timber extraction 
and forest transformation into pastures is an every-day issue. Upland forests have extensively been 
transformed into grasslands for pasture; many water courses lack of vegetation cover and several 
slopes show visible signs of erosion and soil degradation.  
 
Current owner: Mr. Bernardo Ramirez  
 
Estimated land price: Aprox. U$24,000* at an exchange rate of $1,850 Colombian pesos per U$.  
*Though the title states 100 HA, the actual size is about 140 HA when you consider the topography.  
 
Participation of local stakeholders:  
 
Activities carried out by THC in the reserve, such as community-based conservation and research 
programs and sustainable productive projects will have a strong community involvement and will be 
concerted with the community. Furthermore, they will require organization and capacity-building of 
local conservation groups to provide guidance, participation in the programs and environmental 
education, which will generate appropriation, will be a source of income and will raise awareness of 
local community.  
 
We will assure that these conservation groups and other members of the community are also involved 
in the activities related to the management plan of the regional reserve, such as reforestation and 
restoration, clean productive practices, monitoring and surveillance. We are very aware that long term 
conservation in the area will not be possible without the local people and the land owners involved in 
the design and development of the conservation actions. We expect that empowerment of the local 
inhabitants will result in a stronger participation in the future by recognition of their fundamental 
conservation role by other stakeholders (particularly, the land-owners). 



 
 

Qualification of organisation: For over 50 years the Dusky Starfrontlet (Coeligena orina) was 
thought to be a hybrid hummingbird known from only one skin collected by Wetmore in 1953. In 2004, 
the Dusky Starfrontlet (Coeligena orina) was rediscovered at its type locality. Since the type locality of 
Páramo Frontino is threatened (IUCN Critically Endangered), and effective protection measures were 
urgently needed, The Hummingbird Conservancy (THC) funded a two year study (Suarez et.al. in 
publication) to determine the species range and habitat use.  
 
During the study, the Dusky Starfrontlet was found from 2500 m to 3550 m in high montane forest, 
elfin forest and páramo. This study also brought increased knowledge of the distribution and 
ecological needs for this species. After careful analysis of the data obtained, THC decided to purchase 
suitable habitat for this specie by initially acquiring 630 hectares (1150 ha*) in 2008. This area was 
identified as a key corridor for the Dusky Starfrontlet as it allowed populations to move to between the 
identified southern and northern ranges of the species. Along this line, this area is also key to several 
of the endangered species mentioned above. THC has since acquired additional land to expand the 
corridor preventing any further detrimental intervention in these areas thereby strengthening 
conservation in one of the most critical and biodiverse habitats for birds in all the Americas.  
 
Community awareness has been achieved at a state, municipal and village level in Antioquia and 
Risaralda were the reserve has purchased most of its land. In Antioquia, THC has coordinated 
meetings with Corantioquia, the state regional corporation that manages the natural resources, to put 
in place management practices in order to articulate the reserve into the state system of protected 
areas. Since the reserve lies in the municipalities of Jardín and Andes, several meetings have been 
carried out with both their majors and city councils to explain the conservation project in order to 
receive their support. Since the San Juan Antioquia river watershed lies within the reserve’s property it 
is of outmost importance for the municipalities to preserve this area since this river provides vital water 
resources to the region.  
 
The closest village to the reserve is La Mesenia, which prior to our purchase had the greatest impact 
due to logging and hunting. The community has completely stopped such practices after a series of 
meetings were the conservation project was explained to the families that live in the village. 
Additionally, THC is carrying out community-based conservation programs and sustainable productive 
projects that will have a strong community involvement and that will provide the basis for long-term 
conservation of the area.  
 
Furthermore, institutions such as the Universidad de Antioquia and Universidad Nacional have 
completed and have ongoing research studies at the reserve on birds, plants and insects. These 
studies have provided insight and contributed to develop conservation strategies established in our 
management plan at the reserve. Studies of other groups such as amphibians, reptiles and mammals, 
will begin shortly.  



In Risaralda, a state having one of the most extensive systems of protected areas managed by 
Carder, the regional state corporation, THC has received total support and has been assigned the 
management of additional untitled land which borders the reserve to the south. Furthermore, the 
Mayor of the municipality of Mistrató in Risaralda also supports our endeavour since we are protecting 
the San Juan Chocó river watershed.  
 
THC has been actively purchasing land in the area to add to its natural reserve Paramillo-Mesenia in 
the Tatamá-Caramanta Biological Corridor located in the Departments of Antioquia, Risaralda and 
Caldas. Negotiations have been carried out by a local native who knows the area extensively and who 
can negotiate land at competitive prices. The following table lists the land plots purchases to date. 
 
Name Previous Owner Date Purchased Size HA Actual* 

Paramillo  Luis Norberto Mar’n  February 18, 2008    

La Siria  
Luis Norberto Mar’n y Francy Margot 

Mar’n  
February 18, 2008  

630  1150  

La Uni—n 
Luis Norberto Mar’n y Francy Margot 

Mar’n  
February 18, 2008  

  

La Secreta  Abelardo L—pez y hermanos  March 23, 2009  350  450  

Paramillito  Dairo Uribe y Jorge Iv‡n Uribe  August 18, 2009  70  80  

La Marina  Libardo Gallego Raigoza  November 8, 2010  100  190  

La Margarita  Bernardo Ramirez  March 2011  100  140  

*The actual land size acquired based on GPS readings and GIS data. 
 
The last 140 hectare patch of land was acquired with the support and funding from SavingSpecies 
which is endorsed and supported by Stuart Pimm, Thomas Lovejoy, Peter Raven and Patricia Wright, 
world eminent and accomplished conservation biologists.  
 
Finally, THC’s Council Members have a proven track record in conservation and education.  
 
Jorge Enrique Orejuela Gartner, PhD, founder and director of the Cali Botanical Garden in Colombia 
and professor in the environmental sciences department at Universidad Autónoma de Occidente. He 
is the National Geographic 2007 Buffet prize winner for his work over three decades in conservation 
education, protected area management and sustainable development in the tropics. His 
accomplishments include the establishment of the cloud forest nature reserve, La Planada and also 
helped establish Utría and Gorgona Island national parks, and Quindío Basin and Calima River nature 
reserves. As a field researcher sponsored for 10 years by the World Wildlife Fund, he paved the way 
for the establishment of that organization in Colombia.  
 
Francisco Piedrahita Plata, MS, President of ICESI University since 1996 and over 26 years in the 
private industry sector where he held various positions in different functional areas, industries and 
countries. Professor at various universities in the areas of Operations Research, Statistics, 
International Marketing, Ethics and Organizations and Corporate Governance and major training 
programs during his professional life ─International Marketing, Cambridge, England; Cross Cultural 
Management, Tokyo, Japan; Leaders of Latin American Universities, Harvard University; and Family 
Enterprise Challenge, Fontainebleau, France.  
 
Alvaro Cogollo Pacheco, Biologist, Scientific Director of the Botanical Garden in Medellin. 
Considered one of the most important natural botanists of South America who has earned several 
awards and recognitions for his vast research activities and botanical explorations in different regions 
of Colombia. He has the following Specializations: Taxonomy and Management of Herbariums, 
Missouri Botanical Garden; Orchid Biology, Colombian Society of Orchideology; Management and 
Conservation of Flowers, Botanical Garden Foundation Joaquín Antonio Uribe; and Teaching Ecology 
to Young Children, Missouri Botanical Garden. He is currently active in the following lines of 
investigation: Systematics and Taxonomy, Biodiversity Conservation, Ethnobotany and Sustainable 
Use. 


